Dear friends in Christ,

As we continue our journey through the season of Lent, with our eyes fixed on
the exuberant rejoicing on Easter Sunday, | invite you into a rhythm of deep
inward searching, listening and allowing God to renew the things in us that have
‘fallen short of his glory’. As we pause to reflect, may we notice what might be
stirring within us - our longings; our burdens; our questions and our hopes. May
we be willing to embrace the time to let go of the things that drains life and make
room for what restores, believing that God will meet us in those quiet and not so
quiet moments.

Hopefully, this will enable us to enter into the celebration of Easter with the
promise that in God new life is happening. We will experience the lengthening of
days, new growth emerging, which are signs of renewal that God is already ahead
of us, just as Jesus had gone ahead of disciples in Mark's account of the
resurrection, “But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to
Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you” Mark16 v7. We may not yet
see the full picture, but we can trust that God is preparing something good,
something life-giving, something rooted in his grace that is inspiring and
transformative.

As the Lenten season calls us to look inward, Easter invites us to look outward
with and expectant hope. May our preparation for Lent be a time of deep listening
and our observance of Easter and beyond be a time of awakening as we continue
to discover the wonders of our discipleship in Christ. My prayer is that we walk
with open hearts - willing to be shaped, willing to be surprised, willing to be
renewed.

Revd Shirlyn Toppin

CIRCUIT SERVICE — Maundy Thursday 2 April, 2026
at Royal Wootton Bassett
Methodist Church at 7 pm
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Dates for the Diary
Circuit Meeting — Tuesday 17" March 2026 at 7.30 pm at Toothill
Methodist Church

Local Preachers Meeting Wednesday 22" April 2026 at
7.30 pm at RWBMC

CLT Meeting — Date 27th April, 2026
10 am in the Circuit Office.

REGULAR CHURCH EVENTS
Highworth Methodist Church: Communion Services at 2 pm - 3 March, 7 April, &
5 May 2026

Shrivenham Methodist Church 6.30 pm evening fellowship bible study commencing
Sunday 12" April, 2026

CHURCH EVENTS
Lent Bible Study at 5 pm on
Sunday 22 February, 1, 8", 15" and 22"
March.

Shrivenham Methodist Church

6" March at 2 pm World Day of Prayer

3 April Good Friday Meditative service
at 9.30 am.

From 15" April Alpha group meetings
Lent Bible Study at 2.30pm - 4.15pm on

Monday 23 February, 2 March, 9 March
16 March, 23 March

Highworth Methodist Church

3 April Good Friday Service at 12 Noon

Holy Week services at 7 pm Monday,
Tuesday & Wednesday.

Royal Wootton Bassett

37 April Good Friday Walk of Witness
Commencing at 10 am
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